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1. Jesus’ words in Acts 1:8 provide the inspired outline Luke follows in writing Acts. (Re-read “Theme and Structure of Acts” in the introduction, “Background of Acts.”) How does this segment develop the theme of the geographical/ethnic advance of the proclamation of the gospel in the first “geographic target” Jesus identifies in Acts 1:8? Trace the development of this theme through this section of Acts.
Luke provides a highlight of the book of Acts in the first chapter. In verse eight of the same chapter, the book gives apostles a witness to all corners of the earth. The area of charge spoken about geographically goes beyond of Samaria, Judea, and Jerusalem. The apostolic commission gives Luke leeway to organize the book of Acts biologically and geographically.  
The witness of the apostles commences in Jerusalem in Acts 1:1-25 with the church's establishment. Samaritan and Judan witnesses follow in Chapter 8:1-12. Chapters nine and ten elaborate to the gentiles Peter's witness. The apostles then divide to various locations on their missionary journeys from chapters 13 through to 21. The book of Acts closes with the apostolic mission to Rome and the Gentil world in Chapter 28. 
It is due to the early believers' successful efforts that resulted in the establishment of the church. Luke wrote of the charge to apostles and their dedication to completing their obligations. 
2. What are other major themes developed in Acts 1–7 (of the nine themes identified by Fowler in his video presentation "The Key Themes of Acts")? Trace the development of each of the themes introduced in the first seven chapters. Do not merely list the themes, and do more than give a single example. Trace each theme from its introduction through chapter 7. 
One of the significant themes in Acts is God’s sovereignty.   Luke introduces it in Acts 1 in the lessons to the disciples about Jesus and God and the future kingdom.  Acts then discuss God’s plan to send Christ to earth and illustrate His sovereignty as displayed in His foreknowledge of what the Jews would do to Him. Luke also discusses how the sovereign Lord raised Jesus and placed Him at His right hand. In Acts 3:1-10-Peter performs a miracle by healing the disabled beggar at the temple gate, and in verse 10-16, he credits God for the miracle.  He also preaches that Jesus is Holy and Righteous, the Son of God, and the author of life. God sends an angel to open the prison doors and command the apostles to preach in the temple. 

Another integral theme is the presence of the Holy Spirit. Evidence of this begins in Acts 1:4-5 with the promise of the Spirit.  In Acts 2, the Spirit is given to the believers, and they speak in foreign languages.   Acts 4: 8 tells us that Peter was given the power of the Holy Spirit to speak to the gathered rulers, elders, and scribes that demanded to know whose power he used to heal the disabled man.  
A third theme found in the first seven chapters of Acts is that of a dual Israel.  In Acts 2, when the Spirit is given, some listeners are amazed, and others are cynical and think they are drunk.  In 2:42-47, the remnant is formed, and Jewish believers begin to serve the Lord and each other, adding to their ranks daily.  In Acts 4, there is an excellent example of the Jewish people that rejected Jesus when Peter and John are arrested.  The Pharisees, Sadducees, and rulers did not believe what they are saying, and they thought they were teaching the people the wrong thing. Peter refers to Christ as the stone that was rejected by them in chapter 4, verse 11. 
3. Luke records four of Peter's evangelistic addresses in this section: his sermon on Pentecost (2:14–40), his speech following the healing of the lame man at the Beautiful Gate (3:12–26), and his testimony in his two appearances before the Sanhedrin (4:8–12; 5:29–32). Read these and compare them to identify the core elements that Peter considered non-negotiable in his preaching. What does Peter believe his audience must understand to be saved? Present those core truths.

The success in the evangelism efforts by Peter is consequential to his presentation of similar core elements. The elements first appear in Acts chapter two when speaking with those who witnessed the Holy Spirit coming. He says, "Repent, and be baptized, vryon of you in th name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may b forgivn; and you will reciev th gift of th Holy Spirit. For th promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.”
Even after healing the lame man at the beautiful gate, Peter also reiterated people need to turn to God to get their sins. He assured that such a thing was possible because Jesus came on earth to grant them forgiveness. After completing his mission, he now sits at the right hand of God as a savior who gave us forgiveness. 
The sermons provide context about what Peter considered a necessity to be saved. The evangelistic sermons perceived people as sinners, hence the need for repentance. An additional canonical element is the role of Jesus as the savior of forgiveness. The third tenet evidence in the sermons is God's role in appointing Jesus to deliver us from sins and sending His Spirit as a gift.  

4. What are the two primary, recurring themes in Stephen’s speech to the Sanhedrin? How does Stephen develop these themes? How does Stephen’s speech fit thematically into this movement of the book of Acts? 
The case that prompted Stephen’s arrest by the Sanhedrin was speaking against the Law and the temple. Stephen's evangelical preaching was from the theological message from Acts. The commences by explaining the gospel and that Jesus is incarnate. His sermon has two integral ideas. The first highlighted the role and tendency of Israel to reject those appointed by God. The last was an argument against restricting God’s dwelling place to the temple. 

Stephen chronologically presents his arguments by tracing the history of Israel to Abraham. He starts by the covenant o God and Abraham and the promise of land and descendants that would be God's people. Stephen then traces Israelites' linage through Isaac, Jacob, the twelve patriarchs, Joseph, and Moses. Stephen also proclaims that none of the mentioned had a permanent place to worship, and includes God’s word that earth was just but a stepstool. He shifts to asking the Sanhedrin to name prophets that the Israelites did not persecute. He concludes by reiterating how prophets foretold of the coming of Jesus, only for them to crucify him. 

Stephen's speech to the Sanhedrin is athematic fit to the Book of Acts owing to God's promise to Abraham fulfilled by the coming of Jesus. It also provides an excellent illustration for dual Israel, with the Sanhedrin belonging to the non-believers. 
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